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Despite the youthful nature of environmental history both in and of Latin America, there is a small but growing body of exciting work on which I have depended heavily. New historical studies are appearing each year on an ever-expanding range of topics. Moreover, Latin America's environmental past has interested more than just historians, and I have consulted excellent studies by geographers, anthropologists, natural scientists, and others. I have kept footnotes and other scholarly apparatus to a minimum, but those authors whose names appear in this book's "Suggested Further Readings" have made direct contributions to this survey's contents as well as to my own thinking. Some of the research and conclusions are my own, for which I take sole responsibility. As the field is new, consistently bear in mind that we have only just begun to seek answers to questions about the historical experience in tropical nature, and we have certainly not yet asked the most important questions. Many of my most forceful assertions may in fact be open questions, and the best measure of this book's success will be if readers take an interest in the questions rather than accept what I present as uncontested ground. By name, I thank Herbert Klein, Stuart Schwartz, Kendall Brown, and Jeffrey Shumway for their personal encouragements and professional contributions to this book. Above all, I thank my family, especially Kelly, to whom this too is dedicated. 
